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Dedication: Health care workers, personal care providers, emergency responders, transportation providers, and 
all those who worked face-to-face with the public in 2020 — Thank you. 





If you believe that this publication has some value to you, please consider donating what you think is a 
reasonable sum to some worthy purpose; even a tiny amount may make a difference somewhere. Some 
donations may also be tax deductible. 


I suggest the following organizations: 


The Antique Pattern Library project is an excellent opportunity to support access to publications similar to this 
one. This service provides scans of craft pattern publications that are in the public domain. Many are edited for 
modern craftworkers and their technologies, http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/index.htm 


Good Shepard Services in New York City provides supports to vulnerable children and families. As an 
organization that grew out of the mission of a religious order, it seems an appropriate reflection of the various 
uses of needlework books during the Renaissance, https://goodshepherds.org/ 


Donations to your local library or a community college scholarship fund are valuable local investments. 


Consider also the Internet Archive (Archive.org) as it helps make the resources in the Early Modern Embroidery 
and Lace Pattern Books Collection resources available. 


I would be surprised if any organization returns even a nominal donation. -HH 
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Petals of the Ghirlanda 


Introduction 


Needlework designs from 
Ghirlanda di sei vaghi fiori scielti da piu famosi giardini d'Italia Raccolti da Pietro Paolo Tozzi 
Belle Lettere, Dotte Sententie, Novi Merli, 
Moderne Mansioni, Leggiadri Lavori, Usati Numeri 
Primo Libro 
In Padova, alla libreria del Giesu. 
[Trans: Garland of six enchanting flowers chosen from the most famous gardens in Italy 
gathered by Piero Paolo Tozzi 
Beautiful letters, learned sentences, new borders, 
modern designs, lovely works, fashionable numbers ] 
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In the early 17 century, as elegance was known by how one presented oneself, lovely penmanship and 
beautiful embroidery and lace were fundamental to the expression of social status. The “collector” (raccolti = 
collected) Pietro Paolo Tozzi, in the single volume, Ghirlanda, focuses on several essential aspects of fashion 
by intertwining of pattern designs and examples of penmanship. The book is small, about 5 7/8 x 7 7/8 in. (15 x 
20 cm) with about 50 printed pages. The calligraphy is clearly identified as the work of Antonello Bertozzi, and 
Sebastian Zanella. Not uncommon for the period, the needlework designer’s name is not specified and may or 
may not be Tozzi himself. Popular, the book may have been printed at least four times, 1698, 1604, 1616, and 


1624. The “Primo Libre,” (first books) indicates a second volume may have been planned but there is no 
evidence of its publication. 


Also known as Petrus Paulus Tozziu, the birthdate of Pietro Paolo Tozzi is currently unknown. He likely died 
about April of 1628. From at least 1593 to the beginning of 1628 he created, edited, printed, and sold printed 
works. These included engravings, books, and music!. He worked primarily in the Veneto region of what is now 
northern Italy. Originally from Viterbo, his presence was known in Padova from 1593-1628 with periods Padua 
and Venice (1595-1598), Vicenza (1609-1622, 1624-1628), and Rome in 1618. 


Tozzi used the printing services of Lorenzo Pasquato in Padua and in Venice he used those of Giacomo 
Vincenzi and Riccardo Amadino. In Padua he had a shop in the district of San Martino by the Jesuit college 
(Libraria de Giesu). In 1598, his Venice shop was al Pozzo dipito All'insegna del Gest (the Painted Well, under 
the banner of Jesus). The symbol he used as a printer and for his shop in Venice is shown on the title page of 


Ghirlanda, the sun symbol superimposed with an IHS and cross. 
1. https://commons.m.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Pietro_Paulo_Tozzi 





It can be difficult to fully appreciate in the wealth of inventiveness that Tozzi provides simply because there is a 
lot on each illustrated page. The original book is quite dense, seven pages of handwriting instruction followed 
by forty-two pages of calligraphy examples surrounded by needlework elements. When Tozzi first published his 
book, the needleworker would have had to select from the design elements and rearrange them to create unique 
works. Disassembling the complex pages may help in the evaluation and use of the individual needlework 
elements. 


Focusing on the embroidery and lace patterns, the Petals of the Ghirlanda does not include the calligraphy. The 
needlework elements are redrawn to a standardized height (1” or 2.54 cm) and grouped by class. These groups 
are labeled: edging Points, the smaller Details, various categories of Blocks, and Corner Points and Frames. 
Each pattern is identified with a decimal number; the first integer is provided by Tozzi on the original plate and 
decimal is simply a sequence code for that design type on that page. 


By modifying, duplicating by scanning or printing, trimming, and arranging these elements, new and beautiful 
works can continue to be developed from the efforts of Tozzi 400 year ago. Copyrighted by James G. Collins 
and Associates, the Petals book is made available free online to individual hobbyists. Businesses and 
corporations should refer to the original Tozzi volumes. 
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Patterns on plates 24, 25, 27, 29, 31, 32, 33, 35, 36, 36a, 37, 39, 40/41 have no arches. 
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Details, Small Ornaments 
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Patterns on plates 19, 23, 24, 25, 27, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 36a, 37, 38, 39, 40/41, 42 have no inserted details. 
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Blocks 
Blocks: Figures 
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Blocks: Very Wide (vw) 





Blocks: Narrow (n) and Narrow Halves (nh) 
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Blocks: Quarter size (q) 


RTA Many square blocks can be attractively cut into smaller pieces. 
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Patterns on plates 26, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 36a, 38 used no blocks 
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Corner Points and Frames 


Corner Points, Internal 





18.1 18.2 19.1 
Only plates 18 and 19 have any internal corner points 


External Corner Points 
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Pattern 


Frames 
Enclosed rectangular frames are found on the title and latter plates. 
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Ghirlanda di sei vaghi fiori scielti da piu famosi giardini d'Italia 
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; Design plates with text removed 
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Locations of known copies of Tozzi’s Ghirlanda di sei uaghi fiori scielti da piu 


famosi Giardini. 


Additional copies are likely to exist in private libraries or other institution who are still working on providing 
online catalogs of their archives. 


All editions are by Pietro Paolo Tozzi with calligraphy by Bertozzi, Antonello and and Sebastian Zanella 


Digital editions: 


1598. 


1604. 


1616. 


1621. 


Ghirlanda di sei uaghi fiori scielti da piu famosi giardini d'Ttalia.... 
Print held by the Bibliothéque nationale et universitaire de Strasbourg 
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/bpt6k9400650r 





Ghirlanda di sei uaghi fiori scielti da piu famosi giardini d'Tralia.... 
Print held by Getty Research Institute 
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/102178833 

Print held by MAK — Museum fiir angewandte Kunst 

Images of 11 of the pages 


https://sammlung.mak.at/sammlung_online?&q=Ghirlanda 





Ghirlanda di sei uaghi fiori scielti da piu famosi giardini dtalia.... 
Print held by Bibliotheque nationale de France, département Estampes et photographie 
https://gallica.bnf. fr/ark:/12148/btv1b10550834n 


Ghirlanda di sei uaghi fiori scielti da piu famosi giardini d'Ttalia.... 
Print held by Bibliotheque nationale de France, département Estampes et photographie 
https://gallica.bnf.fr/ark:/12148/btv 1b105508353 


Print copies 
Contact the specific library prior to arrival for information about entry and use regulations. 


1598. 


1604 


1616 


1621 


Bibliothéque nationale et universitaire de Strasbourg 


Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana 

British Library. St Pancras Reading Rooms 

Getty Research Institute 

University of Oxford Libraries. Bodleian Library 

Harvard University. Houghton Library 

Library of Congress. Lessing J. Rosenwald collection 

MAK — Museum fiir angewandte Kunst, Library 

University of California, Berkeley Libraries 

Victoria and Albert Museum. National Art Library (2 copies) 
Yale University, Beinecke Reading Room 


Bibliothéque nationale de France, département Estampes et photographie. 
Newberry Library, Special Collections 
Smithsonian Libraries, Cooper-Hewitt Rare Books 


Bibliotheque nationale de France, département Estampes et photographie 
Yale University, Beinecke Reading Room 
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